


2     California Currents  |  Summer Update 2010 www.cleanwateraction.org

What’s in the products you use every day? The lining in a can 
of food? The mattress you slept on last night? Your children’s 
toys? Or even the computer you’re reading this on? 

In fact, consumers have very little information about the chem-
icals in the products they use or the impacts of these products 
on health or the environment. More often than not, even the 
companies that made these products don’t have this informa-
tion because their suppliers won’t tell them! One of the major 
reasons for this is that chemical manufacturers have abused 
legitimate legal protections by claiming that this basic informa-
tion is a trade secret or confidential business information. 

Clean Water Action’s Unveiling Toxic Secrets Campaign is 
designed to stop this abuse. Our goal is to minimize the use 
of trade secret and confidential business information claims, 
and to maximize the public’s right to know what they are 
being exposed to.  

The legitimate purpose of trade secret protection is to safeguard 
companies from their competitors. However, frivolous claims of 
confidentiality, including the names of the chemicals in prod-
ucts, are rampant. Such claims are rarely credible, but the U.S. 
EPA and state regulatory agencies have historically lacked 
both the  political will and the resources to review all trade 
secret claims. Consequently, the actual identity of 2 out 
of every 3 chemicals that have entered the market-
place since the federal Toxic Substance Control Act 
of 1976 was passed remains secret. 

The result is a vast data gap that:

•	 Prevents the public from knowing what they are being 
exposed to and the potential impacts on their health;

•	 Stifles innovation and the ability of “end-user” companies 
to make less-toxic products;

•	 Prevents local governments and agencies from imple-
menting policies to prevent chemical pollution; and

•	 Disables our regulatory authorities’ ability to police 
chemical use and disposal.

The bottom line: Information on the environmental 
impacts and health effects of chemicals should not 
be a secret. 

California EPA is now developing regulations to implement 
the state’s Green Chemistry Initiative. The well-funded chem-
ical industry will be working to maintain the status quo about 
trade secrets in these regulations. But CWA’s Unveiling Toxic 
Secrets Campaign will be working to limit trade secrets and 
promote the public’s right to know about chemicals, either 
through the pending regulations or through a future bill in 
the state legislature. We will seek allies among the growing 
number of businesses who recognize that chemical transpar-
ency is good for commerce, and from government and pol-
lution control agencies, asking them to support policies that 
let the public know about the dangers from chemicals in our 
products.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO:  Our most powerful allies are our mem-
bers. You can help by contacting the Secretary of California 
EPA and telling her that the pending Green Chemistry regu-
lations must ensure that chemical ingredient and hazard 
information will not be a secret or confidential.  Just click 
here and tell her that you want to know if products you use 
can make you sick.

unveiling toxic secrets
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  Aveda salons and retail stores throughout northern 
California supported Clean Water Fund for the second year in a row by raising money for the cause of clean water. This 
year, Aveda’s annual Earth Month events focused on the message, “1 in 1 million lacks access to clean water,” a concern 
clearly linked to Clean Water Fund’s work to provide safe affordable drinking water for all. Clean Water Fund’s research, 
education and action programs complement Clean Water Action’s grassroots organizing and campaigns. THANKS TO 

AVEDA, its stylists, other employees and customers who together raised and donated more than 
$50,000 to Clean Water Fund during Earth Month 2010.
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clean water – clean energy choices

Editors’ Note: To maximize the resources available for direct support of Clean Water Action’s national campaigns and community-based programs 
around the country during economically challenging times, the organization has temporarily suspended printing and mailing of all Clean Water Action 
Currents publications. The suspension affects both the state/regional “Sustainer” editions and the national publication. While printing is on hold, copies 
of both publications will be made available to all Clean Water Action members by e-mail and on the Clean Water Action web site. We hope to resume 
regular printing and mailing of publications soon.

I used to get lots of questions about why an organization called Clean Water Action is
working on energy issues. You may have wondered that yourself, in the past.

Things are a lot different now. BP’s oil disaster in the Gulf has made the close inter- 
connections between water and energy all too clear in the months since the April blowout.

Sadly, as my friend, Willie Fontenot, a longtime Clean Water Board Member and Gulf Coast 
resident, told me recently, the Gulf spill was both preventable and predictable. Willie 
describes it as the inevitable consequence of an out-of-touch and out-of-control energy system 
which puts short-term profits first, and water protection absolute last.

I couldn’t agree more. We can act now to prevent another disaster like BP’s Gulf spill from 
happening again — by passing a national energy policy and climate solutions that make water 
protection a litmus test for sustainability.

Energy choices that degrade and deplete the nation’s water resources must be replaced with 
those which preserve and protect them.

Your support as Clean Water Action member allows us to put water issues front and center in 
the debate on the future direction of our nation’s energy policy.

Clean Water Action is bringing people together all across the country to support a clean energy 
future that protects our water. Your involvement is critical to our success. We can’t do it without you.

From the President

John DeCock

Upstream Solutions Offer Hope for Protecting Water, Health
BP’s oil spill disaster grabbed and held news headlines for months now. But news from the oil-fouled Gulf is 
only the latest and longest lived of the many reports that have painted an all-too-grim picture of the state of 
the nation’s waters: pharmaceutical drugs in drinking water sources; aging treatment plants that leak sewage 
when it rains; reports of “genderbending” fish in waterways around the country; Bush-era “no protection” 
policies that are still in place, endangering drinking water for more than 110 million Americans.

Fortunately, the news is not all bad.  See the next page’s “Upstream Solutions” for the full article on the 
promising role pollution prevention can play in our Clean Water future.
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upstream solutions
Recent years have seen a shameful devaluing and degrada-
tion of water. After decades of steady progress cleaning up 
the nation’s waters, communities have begun to experience 
declining water quality. The system’s ability to control harm-
ful contaminants has been compromised.

Solving these problems involves more than just updating 
a few laws, strengthening enforcement programs, funding 
more research, investing more and smarter in water supply 
and pollution treatment systems. All of these are needed, and 
more, but the system itself is in need of an overhaul.

The old ways of tackling one pollutant at a time and behav-
ing as if water pollution is somehow separate from what’s in 
our air, on the land, in our food, in our bodies, affecting our 
health and that of the planet, are no longer up to today’s chal-
lenges — if they ever were.

So Where’s the Good News?
Fortunately, this is one area where Clean Water Action finally 
has some good news to report:

•	 Phosphate Detergents Phased Out: This July 1, in the 
face of ban and phase-out requirements from nearly 
two-dozen states, detergent manufacturers announced a 
voluntary ban on phosphates in dishwasher detergents. 
Several years earlier, laundry detergents became phos-
phate free. The long-overdue move eliminates a signifi-
cant source of pollution from waterways across North 
America.

•	 Safe Cosmetics Legislation Introduced:  July 21 saw the 
introduction of the Safe Cosmetics Act in Congress. The 
measure would for the first time require regulation of 
toxic and cancer causing ingredients 
in cosmetics and other personal care 
products like soaps and shampoos. 

Clean Water Action 
joined with allies 
through the Campaign 
for Safe Cosmetics to 
release the powerful 
short film, the Story 
of Cosmetics to build 
support for reforming 
chemical policies that 
fail to protect health. 

•	 BPA Bans Build Momentum: Campaigns organized with 
support from Clean Water Action have secured bans on 
the toxic plastic hardener Bisphenol A, which contami-
nates products ranging from baby bottles and toys to 
linings on canned food and juices. States taking action to 
limit the health-harming substance in baby products so 
far include Connecticut, Massachusetts and Minnesota, 
with more action on the way.

We All Live Downstream
What the above all represent is an approach Clean Water 
Action believes offers the greatest long-term prospect for 
progress protecting our water — “upstream” solutions. Look-
ing upstream means holding companies accountable for their 
products’ “downstream” impacts. Proof of safety should be 
required before any new chemical enters the marketplace, 
rather than proof of harm once the contaminant shows up in 
our water and our bodies. When the emphasis is shifted to 
prevention, whole new areas for problem-solving, innovation 
and green commerce open up. Upstream solutions make it 
possible to continue and accelerate progress toward cleaner 

water and healthier communities, even 
in the face of scientific uncertainty and 
resource constraints.

Graphics are from the eye-opening and entertaining short film, the Story of Cosmetics, released by Clean Water Action and allies on July 21. 
Links to the film and action tools on the Safe Cosmetics Act are at www.CleanWaterAction.org
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California’s historic Global Warming 
Act, Assembly Bill 32 (Nunez), is under 
attack. Clean Water Action urges its 
members to help spread the word and 
STOP the Dirty Energy 
Proposition.

AB 32, passed in 2006, 
requires California 
to reduce greenhouse 
gas pollution to 1990 
levels by 2020. The law 
also directs the state 
to develop market-
based incentives for 
further reductions by 
large polluters. Gov.  
Schwarzenegger championed AB 32 
through the legislature, and considers 
it his signature environmental accom-
plishment.

AB 32 is good for the environment, 
helping reduce climate change emis-
sions. It is also good for the state’s 
economy and businesses, helping cre-
ate new clean energy jobs in California. 
Job creation will grow as the law is 

implemented in the future. But now a 
group of Texas-based oil companies are 
working to stop the law in its tracks.

Valero Energy Corporation, Occidental 
Petroleum, Tesoro Corpo-
ration and others funded 
a successful drive to place 
Proposition 23 on the 
November ballot with the 
deceptive “California Jobs 
Initiative” title. California’s 
Attorney General says the 
measure would “suspend 
air pollution control laws 
requiring major polluters 
to report and reduce green-

house gas emissions that cause global 
warming until unemployment drops 
below a specified level for a full year.”

By design, AB 32 would set unem-
ployment targets the state has rarely 
achieved. The result would be to place 
AB 32 and all of its economic and 
environmental benefits permanently 
on hold. Though California leads the 
world in the clean energy market, it 

is also the 12th largest carbon emit-
ter. Lung cancer and asthma rates are 
on the rise, and, each year, air pollu-
tion contributes to 19,000 premature 
deaths across the state. Repealing AB 
32 would cause unacceptable health 
and environmental harm. It would 
also stunt the clean energy market, 
which has grown 10 times faster than 
the statewide average since 2005. The 
500,000 employees who work in clean 
tech or green jobs would be in jeop-
ardy if this Dirty Energy Proposition is 
allowed to pass.

TAKE ACTION!  Don’t be fooled by the 
benign sounding name of the Dirty 
Energy Proposition. Instead, vote NO 
on Proposition 23 on the November 
ballot and let your neighbors know 
the truth about this initiative. Let’s put 
Big Oil on notice that California will 
remain at the forefront of the growing 
clean energy market, and will continue 
to be a leader in the development of 
green, sustainable jobs and in the fight 
against global warming.

big oil attacks climate change 
solutions in california

one outstanding volunteer: 
lori chen
Sometimes I think we have it all…sharp staff, active members, dedicated canvassers, 
eager interns, and amazing volunteers. Clean Water Action’s legislative coordinator, Lori 
Chen, is one volunteer who really stands out.

Working for her second year representing Clean Water Action on our top priority issues in 
the halls of the legislature, Lori continues to impress us. She is a rising force in the capitol, 
bringing the “real world” perspective of a nurse and a soccer mom to environmental issues. Whether testifying 
before committees, or meeting with legislators, Lori reminds legislators of why voting for the environment 
is important to communities and children. Thanks to Lori for providing a constant presence for Clean Water 
Action in Sacramento.

— Miriam Gordon, California Director



That’s how one Clean Water Action member recently summed up her 
passion and commitment to our mission.

why care about water?
Clean Water is important to different people for different reasons. 
What about you?

Most of us have a special “water” place in our lives, a vacation retreat, a 
family activity, a treasured childhood memory. All of us want to know 
that what comes out of the tap is safe for our families to drink. We 
want to ensure that clean, safe water will be there for our children and 
grandchildren to enjoy.

your clean water legacy
One thing is certain. Our precious water resources must not be taken for 
granted. We at Clean Water Action are grateful that you share our creative 
and hopeful vision. Together, we are delivering real results for our water 
and everyone who relies on clean water.

For us, and we hope also for you, this is a long-term commitment. Is Clean 
Water Action part of your own long-term plans? When you make a legacy 
gift to Clean Water Action, you are helping to protect and promote clean 
and safe water for generations to come.

What does that mean? It can be as easy as remembering Clean Water 
Action in your will. You can also name Clean Water Action as a benefi-
ciary of your living trust, life insurance or qualified retirement plan. 
Visit our website (www.CleanWaterAction.org/join/legacy) or contact 
me directly (jscott@cleanwater.org,  202-330-2379) to learn more. 
Please let us know if Clean Water Action is already part of your long-
term plans so that we may thank you and properly acknowledge your 
foresight and support.

other ways to support a clean water future 
(www.CleanWaterAction.org/join/ways_to_give)

•	 Give the gift of Clean Water (great for holidays or special occasions), 
celebrate someone special or make a memorial contribution.

•	 Gifts of stock or other appreciated assets can provide you with 
certain financial advantages, creating a win for you and Clean 
Water Action.

•	 Provide ongoing support through an automatic monthly, quarterly 
or semi-annual donation online.

However you choose to support Clean Water Action and participate in our 
programs, please know that your involvement is sincerely appreciated.

“Clean Water equals life itself, for people 
and for all other creatures.”

clean water:
Now and for the Future

by Jonathan A. Scott,  
Director of Legacy Gifts
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Clean Water Action member, business owner to donate 15% from 
sales of eco-friendly furniture, fabrics, photo art and more 

Blugirl Art owner/founder and Clean 
Water Action member Suzanne 
Meyer Pistorius pledges to donate 
15% of online sales at Blugirlart.com 
to Clean Water Action. Suzanne’s 
vibrant, eye-catching and eco-friend-

ly sensibility is reflected in the site’s offerings of brightly 
renewed and fanciful furniture pieces, dramatic design-
er fabrics, jewelry and photographic images specially 
selected for this cause. 

Suzanne spent her childhood on a farm in Swaziland, 
where clean water was a precious commodity, never 
to be taken for granted. Now a resident of Western 
Massachusetts, where her Blugirl Art business is based, 
Suzanne has become an active member of Clean Water 
Action. She says that it all started with a visit from 
one of Clean Water Action’s canvassers, who spoke 
with her on her porch at home. Since then, in addition 
to providing regular financial support, Suzanne has 
responded enthusiastically to Clean Water Action’s calls 
to action, communicating with her representatives on 
a range of critical issues, most recently the need to ban 
toxic BPA from children’s products.

Since she approached Clean Water Action earlier this 
year about helping through her business, the Gulf oil 
spill disaster has made her even more enthusiastic about 
the project, “In light of what has transpired in the Gulf 
since then, this is a most timely action,” Suzanne says.

Clean Water Action members and supporters must visit 
the site via Suzanne’s specially created landing page, 
or mention Clean Water Action during their purchases 
to trigger the donations. Visit Blugirlart.com to see 
Suzanne’s latest offerings and help Clean Water Action 
through your purchases.

Samples of custom fabric designs from Blugirl Art. 

Are you the kind of Clean Water Action member who likes to know what’s going 
on at all times? What is the latest or most interesting news about our water? 
What do Clean Water Action’s leaders and experts think? Where can I learn 
more? What can I do about it? What is Clean Water Action doing about it?

If your answer to any or all of these questions is “yes,” then there is a powerful 
online resource available to you, right away.

Clean Water Action President John DeCock’s We All Live Downstream blog 
site features frequent postings from John and other interesting guest writers, 
along with links, photos, calls to action and more. Not just news, but no-holds-
barred opinion, humor and practical information and advice. Readers’ com-
ments are also posted for others to view. Clean Water Action members may also 
subscribe for free to receive each new posting by e-mail.

The Story of Cosmetics: What’s 
Really in Your Personal Care 
Products?

British Petroleum, By Any Other 
Name, Would Smell As Foul

Swimming in Toxics

Gulf Dead Zone Jealous of Gulf Oil 
Blowout Publicity

Slow and Steady Won this Clean 
Water Race

Recently Written

we all live downstream
 http://blog.CleanWaterAction.org
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california legislative update

CSB 797 (Pavley), the Toxin-free 
Infants and Toddlers Act would ban 
the toxic plastic hardener, bisphenol A 
(BPA), from baby bottles and cups and 
children’s food containers. State Sena-
tors approved the bill last year, but the 
measure fell 41 votes short of passage 
in the Assembly on June 28, in the face 
of relentless industry lobbying. Clean 
Water Action and allies quickly mobi-
lized, urging key Assembly members to 
protect children’s health. The bill passed 
on July 1 and is awaiting final Senate 
approval and then the Governor’s signa-
ture. Stay tuned for information on how 
you can help push the BPA ban the rest 
of the way to victory.

CAB 1998 (Brownley) would ban 
single-use grocery and carryout bags 
by July 2012 and would require food 
stores (supermarkets, convenience stores 
and others) to provide re-usable bags 
or make reasonably priced recycled 

bags available instead. Many Bay Area 
governments have already restricted dis-
posable bags’ availability to reduce trash 
and litter, water pollution, and the high 
costs of trash clean-up and disposal. 
AB 1998 is pending in the state Senate 
Committee on Environmental Quality. 
Go to our website (http://salsa.democ-
racyinaction.org/o/2155/p/dia/action/
public/?action_KEY=3881&tag=web)to 
send an email to your Senator support-
ing this bill.

CSB 928 (Simitian), the Consumer 
Right to Know Act would require manu-
facturers of cleaning, automotive, floor 
maintenance, and air care products to 
disclose all of their products’ chemical 
ingredients, on company websites. Cur-
rent rules allow companies to reveal 
only “active” ingredients in most cases. 
Passage of this bill would advance the 
goals of Clean Water Action’s Unveiling 
Toxic Secrets campaign. Call your state 

Senator and urge him/her to support 
SB 928.

DAB 222 (Adams) would allow waste 
incineration to be counted as “recycling.” 
In fact, incineration competes with and 
harms recycling programs. Incinerators 
cause health-harming toxic air pollu-
tion. They emit deadly particulates, 
volatile organic compounds, mercury, 
dioxins, and carbon dioxide. Call or 
write your Senator and urge him/her 
to oppose it.

DAB 2529 (Fuentes) is a polluter-
backed measure that would delay 
needed environmental and health pro-
tection rules by requiring state agencies 
to conduct additional costly and unnec-
essary reviews. It would hamstring the 
Air Resources Board, Department of 
Fish and Game, and California Energy 
Commission. Call or write your Sena-
tor and urge him/her to oppose it.

California’s budget crisis means that this year state lawmakers are able to consider only bills that will have zero budget 
impact. As a result fewer bills will be voted on before lawmakers adjourn on September 4. Bolstered by members’ letters, calls 
and e-mails, Clean Water Action is active on several measures that could yield significant environmental and health protec-
tion benefits and is opposing bills that could undermine protections. Highlights include: 

Clean Water Action gratefully acknowledges in-kind support provided by these businesses for our community canvass outreach programs:
Alexander Book Company (San Francisco), Working Girls’ Cafe (San Francisco), 

Peet’s Coffee  & Tea (San Francisco), Whole Foods Market (SoMa, San Francisco)

Please contact us if your business would be interested in providing financial or in-kind support.
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Clean Water Action is a national citizens’ organization working for 
clean, safe and affordable water, prevention of health-threatening 
pollution, creation of environmentally-safe jobs and businesses, 
and empowerment of people to make democracy work. 

Clean Water Action organizes strong grassroots groups, coalitions 
and campaigns to protect our environment, health, economic 
well-being and community quality of life.
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