











DEFEATING BIG COAL
AND WINNING
CLEAN ENERGY JOBS

Call it relief for hard-pressed Michigan electric ratepayers
and a giant step forward for clean energy jobs. A campaign
by Clean Water Action, Clean Water Fund and allies that
began three years ago to defeat dirty, unneeded coal plants
proposed for Rogers City and Bay City took a victory lap

in recent weeks when both coal plant proposals suffered
defeats.

The decision in late May by the state Department of Natural
Resources and Environment to deny a Clean Air Act permit
for the proposed Wolverine plant in Rogers City was followed
within days by Consumers Energy’s decision to put on hold
plans for a giant, costly $3.5 billion coal plant near Bay City.
For electric users, who were facing rate increases of more
than $76 a month to cover the costs of the Rogers City coal
plant, there was a huge sigh of relief. The proposed Rogers
City plant would have been a “job killer” because high energy
costs from risky coal would scare away potential employ-

ers. Large rate increases were also expected for Consumers
Energy customers.

Support from Clean Water Action members helped raise con-
cerns about sky-high utility rates, global warming pollution
and the impact on clean energy jobs. Consumers Energy’s
decision to put off plans for the Bay City plant followed a
successful petition drive that saw 1,900 Clean Water Action
supporters sending a clean energy message to the company’s
CEO as well as organizing protests against dirty coal.

The campaign is not over, however, with another coal plant
proposal pending in Holland. State officials in July found
that there was not a proven need for the plant and there are
better alternatives to coal power. The Mayor and City Coun-
cil of Holland must still take action to ensure that the coal
plant expansion does not go forward. Clean Water Action is
also working with students at Michigan State University to
clean up MSU’s dirty coal plant.

Michigan workers who already benefit from the 109,000
clean energy jobs in the state have a big stake in the out-
come of these coal plant decisions. Every kilowatt of coal
energy that is kept off the electric grid is energy that can be
replaced with Michigan-made wind or solar power or that
can be saved through job-rich efficiency programs like home
weatherization.

Clean Water Action and ReEnergize Michigan! campaign
partners are working to improve the state’s clean energy
standards. This will help Michigan compete for clean energy
jobs that would otherwise go to other states or China. Clean
Water Action has been urging state lawmakers to increase
the amount of energy that utilities must save per year, boost
energy from clean sources, and create programs allowing
customers to make a profit on the clean energy they sell to
utilities.

Increasing Michigan’s energy efficiency standard by 2% per
year could bring an additional 7,600 jobs to the state and cut
electric costs for consumers. Michigan needs to put laws on
the books that increase clean energy and efficiency invest-
ments.

www.cleanwateraction.org
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CLEAN WATER: “Clean Water equals life itself, for people
Now and for the Future  and for all other creatures.”

That’s how one Clean Water Action member recently summed up her
by Jonathan A. Scott,

7 - passion and commitment to our mission.
Director of Legacy Gifts

WHY CARE ABOUT WATER?
Clean Water is important to different people for different reasons.
What about you?

Most of us have a special “water” place in our lives, a vacation retreat, a
family activity, a treasured childhood memory. All of us want to know
that what comes out of the tap is safe for our families to drink. We
want to ensure that clean, safe water will be there for our children and
grandchildren to enjoy.

YOUR CLEAN WATER LEGACY
One thing is certain. Our precious water resources must not be taken for

granted. We at Clean Water Action are grateful that you share our creative
and hopeful vision. Together, we are delivering real results for our water
and everyone who relies on clean water.

For us, and we hope also for you, this is a long-term commitment. Is Clean
Water Action part of your own long-term plans? When you make a legacy
gift to Clean Water Action, you are helping to protect and promote clean
and safe water for generations to come.

What does that mean? It can be as easy as remembering Clean Water
Action in your will. You can also name Clean Water Action as a benefi-
ciary of your living trust, life insurance or qualified retirement plan.
Visit our website (www.CleanWaterAction.org/join/legacy) or contact
me directly (jscott@cleanwater.org, 202-330-2379) to learn more.
Please let us know if Clean Water Action is already part of your long-
term plans so that we may thank you and properly acknowledge your
foresight and support.

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT A CLEAN WATER FUTURE
(www.CleanWaterAction.org/join/ways to_give)

» Give the gift of Clean Water (great for holidays or special occasions),
celebrate someone special or make a memorial contribution.

«  Gifts of stock or other appreciated assets can provide you with
certain financial advantages, creating a win for you and Clean
Water Action.

« Provide ongoing support through an automatic monthly, quarterly
or semi-annual donation online.

However you choose to support Clean Water Action and participate in our
programs, please know that your involvement is sincerely appreciated.
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Clean Water Action member, business owner to donate 15% from  [g J
sales of eco-friendly furniture, fabrics, photo art and more

Blugirl Art owner/founder and Clean
Water Action member Suzanne
Meyer Pistorius pledges to donate
15% of online sales at Blugirlart.com
to Clean Water Action. Suzanne’s
vibrant, eye-catching and eco-friend-
ly sensibility is reflected in the site’s offerings of brightly
renewed and fanciful furniture pieces, dramatic design-

er fabrics, jewelry and photographic images specially
selected for this cause.

Suzanne spent her childhood on a farm in Swaziland,
where clean water was a precious commodity, never

to be taken for granted. Now a resident of Western
Massachusetts, where her Blugirl Art business is based,
Suzanne has become an active member of Clean Water
Action. She says that it all started with a visit from

one of Clean Water Action’s canvassers, who spoke
with her on her porch at home. Since then, in addition
to providing regular financial support, Suzanne has
responded enthusiastically to Clean Water Action’s calls
to action, communicating with her representatives on

a range of critical issues, most recently the need to ban
toxic BPA from children’s products.

Samples of custom fabric designs from Blugirl Art.

Since she approached Clean Water Action earlier this
year about helping through her business, the Gulf oil
spill disaster has made her even more enthusiastic about
the project, “In light of what has transpired in the Gulf
since then, this is a most timely action,” Suzanne says.

Clean Water Action members and supporters must visit
the site via Suzanne’s specially created landing page,

or mention Clean Water Action during their purchases
to trigger the donations. Visit Blugirlart.com to see
Suzanne’s latest offerings and help Clean Water Action
through your purchases.

WE ALL LIVE DOWNSTREAM

The Story of Cosmetics: What'’s
Really in Your Personal Care
Products?

British Petroleum, By Any Other
Name, Would Smell As Foul

Swimming in Toxics

Gulf Dead Zone Jealous of Gulf Oil
Blowout Publicity

Slow and Steady Won this Clean
Water Race

http://blog.CleanWaterAction.org

Are you the kind of Clean Water Action member who likes to know what’s going
on at all times? What is the latest or most interesting news about our water?
What do Clean Water Action’s leaders and experts think? Where can I learn
more? What can I do about it? What is Clean Water Action doing about it?

If your answer to any or all of these questions is “yes,” then there is a powerful
online resource available to you, right away.

Clean Water Action President John DeCock’s We All Live Downstream blog
site features frequent postings from John and other interesting guest writers,
along with links, photos, calls to action and more. Not just news, but no-holds-
barred opinion, humor and practical information and advice. Readers’ com-
ments are also posted for others to view. Clean Water Action members may also
subscribe for free to receive each new posting by e-mail.

www.cleanwateraction.org
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MICHIGAN DIESEL CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN IS ROLLING

The wheels are turning on Michigan’s first statewide cam-
paign to tackle deadly diesel pollution. Clean Water Action,
Clean Water Fund and allies in the Michigan Diesel Clean-
up Campaign want an end to the toxic soot that spews
continuously from trucks, trains and ships across the state.

Diesel engines are the workhorses of Michigan’s economy,
from trucks and transit buses to construction equipment,
locomotives and ocean freighters. However, the fumes from
these engines can cause lung, bladder and colon cancer,
heart disease, and asthma, bronchitis and other respiratory
diseases, causing 21,000 deaths annually in the U.S. And,
unlike other industries’ air pollution, diesel pollution is
emitted at ground level — in our faces — where people bike
along busy roads, wait for buses, sit in traffic, or live close to
construction sites.

Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund teamed up with
local partners East Michigan Environmental Action Coun-
cil and Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision to rein in
diesel exposure in Detroit. A recent University of Michigan
study identified five southwest Detroit zip codes as the
state’s most polluted. Diesel trucks transporting goods
through southwest Detroit make the pollution worse. Ten
thousand trucks cross Detroit’s Ambassador Bridge daily.
They travel through nearby neighborhoods contributing

to extremely high asthma levels (three times higher than
the state average), and high cancer rates. Wayne County’s
cancer rates are more than 400 times greater than the EPA’s
“acceptable” rate of 1in a million.

In Lansing, Clean Water Action is working on both Michi-
gan House and Senate bills to reduce diesel pollution. Gov-

ernor Granholm’s staff has been working with Clean Water

Action to identify ways to reduce diesel emissions from
vehicles owned or operated by the state.

As members of the U.S. House committee charged with
updating the federal transportation bill, Michigan Con-
gressman Mark Schauer and Congresswoman Candice
Miller have an important role to play in controlling diesel
pollution. Their committee could require federally funded
highway projects to meet “clean conctruction” specifica-
tions. That would impose engine-idling limits, require filters
on construction equipment, and close crankcases to protect
equipment operators and construction workers from toxic
emissions. Clean Water Action is also pressing Congress to
increase funding for the federal Diesel Emission Reduction
Act (DERA), which helps pay for state and local initiatives.

To get involved or learn more, visit the campaign website
at: www.michigandieselcleanup.org.
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Clean Water Action is a national citizens’ organization working for
clean, safe and affordable water, prevention of health-threatening
pollution, creation of environmentally-safe jobs and businesses,
and empowerment of people to make democracy work.

Clean Water Action organizes strong grassroots groups, coalitions
and campaigns to protect our environment, health, economic
well-being and community quality of life.

National: 1010 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20005-4918 | Phone 202.895.0432 | Fax 202.895.0438 |cwa(@cleanwater.org
Michigan: 1200 Michigan Avenue, Suite A, East Lansing, M1 48823 | Phone 517.203.0754 | www.cleanwateraction.org/mi
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