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About Clean Water Action 
National organization of more than 1.2 million 

of diverse people and groups working together for:

Clean Water – Assuring supplies of clean, safe and 
affordable water for all Americans, now and for the 
future. 
Protecting Health – Preventing health-threatening 
pollution at its source. 
Creating Jobs – Building an economy based on 
environmentally safe jobs and businesses. 
Making Democracy Work – Empowering people to take 
charge of our environmental future. 



Overview

Background
Key Issues 

MERCURY
CO2 / GLOBAL WARMING
WATER

Current Status
Questions



*BSII project area overlaid, not to scale, adapted from http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/electric/2005/EL05-022/exhibit1a.pdf

2005

Otter Tail Power slide showing Co-owner Service Territory 2005 (GRE and SMMPA pulled out fall of 2007)

Fall of 2007
Great River 

Energy (blue 
shaded) and 

Southern 
Minnesota 

Municipal Power 
Agency (yellow 
circles) pull out 
of Big Stone II 

raising questions 
as to ‘need’ and 
who is going to 

pay?

http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/electric/2005/EL05-022/exhibit1a.pdf


Otter Tail Power Presentation Railroad Shipping meeting, SD PUC April 21, 2006, Sioux Falls SD 
A Wakeup Call for Coal Public Utilities Fortnightly, December www.pur.com, Gary L. Hunt, Global Energy Advisors, and Hans Daniels, 
Global Energy Coal Advisory Service.

Big Stone II

http://www.state.sd.us/puc/pucevents/Coal Train mtg 06/RSMtg06.htm
http://www.globalenergy.com/BR06/BR06-Wake-Up-Call-Coal.pdf
http://www.pur.com/


Map slide from presentation by Bill Grant, Associate Executive Director, Izaak Walton League of America, October 24, 2006 University of Minnesota Presentation.

WIND & RENEWABLES Can Meet the Need for 

Co-owners Service Territory



WIND & RENEWABLES can meet the need for 
Co-owners Service Territory with added long-term 

financial benefits

Direct Testimony of Marshall R. Goldberg SD PUC EL05-
022, 19 May 2006
Permanent jobs (direct and indirect):

Big Stone II:                 64* 
Comparable Wind:    483 

Annual contribution to state economy (SD):
Big Stone:                   $ 6.8 million*
Comparable Wind:   $34.9 million

Construction jobs (4 year period):  
Big Stone II:  1210 avg. annually*
Comparable Wind:   1002 avg. annually

*Assumes 50% construction costs spent in-state



Big Stone II: Uncovered

To Access the Public Electronic 
Reading Room for the Big 
Stone II Project Regulatory Site

Type:https://extranet.lindqui
st.com/bigstone
Username: BSIIPublic
Password: Big Stone
Security Exchange 
Commission - OTTR
SD PUC EL05-022
MN PUC, MN DOC BSII 
CON 05-619
MN Office of Administrative 
Hearing
ND PSC
SD DENR WMB 6846-3

https://extranet.lindquist.com/bigstone
https://extranet.lindquist.com/bigstone


Applicants Presentation, South Dakota Public Utilities Commission Big Stone II Energy Conversion Facility Siting Permit Public Hearing, 
13 September 2005, Milbank SD, slide 17 of 44. http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/electric/2005/EL05-022/exhibit1a.pdf

Otter Tail at Public Hearing Milbank (2005) and in the press 
bragging about having two plants with same amount of 

mercury (189 pounds per year) as from 2004. Problem? No plan 
on how to get there, too many loopholes, only a ‘target.’

What’s the catch?

[Emissions Control Summary from Otter Tail Power slide]

http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/electric/2005/EL05-022/exhibit1a.pdf


Mercury – potent neurotoxin 
causing kidney and brain damage 

Big Stone I and Big Stone II 
Average coal burned per year 
4.5 – 5.0 million tons
Estimated pounds of mercury 
present in the coal  639 – 710
pounds (Otter Tail letter to SD DENR, Dec 2005)

Source: Otter Tail Power’s Discovery Response to Stueve’s Discovery Questions, Excerpt of Letter from Otter Tail Power to 

South Dakota DENR December 21, 2005 RE: Otter Tail Power Company Solid Waste Permit Number 02-25



Conservative Estimates for BSII
4.5 million tons CO2 
$19 million per year

to purchase carbon credits

“To put it less charitably than Moody’s, the 
invester-owned sector now teeters on the 

cusp of non-investment grade (junk) 
status.”*

*Rudden’s Energy Strategy Report, Published by: Enterprise Management Solutions, the management 
consulting division of Black & Veatch http://www.rjrudden.net/EnergyStrategies.pdf



SD PUC EL05-022 Application for 
Reconsideration  II, Stueve 8/14/2006

http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/e
lectric/2005/el05-

022/ApplicationforReconsiderationII.pdf

2006

Otter Tail 
Power est.

CO2

$0.0 -$3.64  
per ton

European 

CO2 price 

March 
2008 

$32.00 

per ton

CO2 COST



Call for Nation to Nation Consultation and 
Reconvening of the South Dakota Minnesota 

Boundary Waters Commission Now!
Grant County Review, Milbank, “Sioux Tribes Oppose Use of Ground Water for Big Stone II” November 21, 2007

West Central Tribune, Willmar, Letter: “The Impact of Big Stone II,” Published February 1, 2008, - Clean Water Action joins  the Minnesota River 
Board in urging Governor Pawlenty and Rounds to reconvene the Boundary Waters Commission for Big Stone Lake ("Board: Minn. should have a 

say in water appropriation for Big Stone II," 29 January 2008, West Central Tribune). 

WATER USE & COAL



Big Stone Lake – 3 foot drop?

3.2 billion gallons per year water permit to draw 
from Big Stone Lake
3.2 billion gallons per year groundwater permit 
from the Veblen Aquifer
Dismissed the dry cooling option, which would 
have required no additional water use
1970’s agreement says Otter Tail can take 
water if lake >= mean sea level 965 Oct – Apr
Current operating water level = 968
Worse case scenario = 3 foot drop 

Sources: Water Use by Power Plants in the Arid West 2002 http://www.catf.us/publications/view/18
Letter from Mark Rolfes to SD PUC Semi-Annual Report
http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/electric/2005/el05-022/ltr011607.pdf
SD DENR, Water Rights Program Administrative record for Application No. 6846-3 through May 14, 2007, posted May 18, 2007, p8-9 of 214, 
http://www.state.sd.us/denr/DES/WaterRights/wmb/6846-3.htm , accessed February 5, 2008 

http://www.catf.us/publications/view/18
http://www.state.sd.us/puc/commission/dockets/electric/2005/el05-022/ltr011607.pdf
http://www.state.sd.us/denr/DES/WaterRights/wmb/6846-3.htm


Veblen Aquifer – sold for how much?

Otter Tail Power paid  $2,325 permit fee
10,000 acre-feet per year, equal to
3.2 billion gallons per year
Like plopping a city the size of Sioux 
Falls and its water use into Grant County
In South Dakota, the ‘water belongs to 
the people’ …who dropped the ball?

Argus Leader, Sioux Falls, My Voice: Governors dropping ball on water supply, Published March 6, 2008



Patrick Moore, Executive Director, Clean Up the River Environment, Feb 2008 www.curemnriver.org

Honor the Earth, Take Action Flyer on Big Stone II http://www.honorearth.org/media/pdfs/whatsnew/BS2_Flyer3.08.pdf

Big Stone II concerns Native Americans 
Environmental issues raised at forum 
discussing South Dakota power plant

By Tom Hintgen (Contact) | The Daily Journal
Published Thursday, March 6, 2008

Collective ACTION!

http://www.curemnriver.org/
http://www.honorearth.org/media/pdfs/whatsnew/BS2_Flyer3.08.pdf
http://www.fergusfallsjournal.com/staff/tom-hintgen/
http://www.fergusfallsjournal.com/staff/tom-hintgen/contact/


A PEBBLE

JAMES W. FOLEY (1847-1939)

DROP A PEBBLE IN THE WATER:
JUST A SPLASH, AND ITS GONE;

BUT THERE'S HALF-A-HUNDRED RIPPLES
CIRCLING ON AND ON,

SPREADING, SPREADING FROM THE CENTER
FLOWING ON OUT TO THE SEA.

AND THERE IS NO WAY OF TELLING
WHERE THE END IS GOING TO BE.

DROP A PEBBLE IN THE WATER:
IN A MINUTE YOU FORGET,

BUT HERE'S LITTLE WAVES A FLOWING,
AND THERE'S RIPPLES CIRCLING YET,
AND THOSE LITTLE WAVES A FLOWING
TO A GREAT BIG WAVE HAVE GROWN;
YOU'VE DISTURBED A MIGHT Y RIVER

JUST BY DROPPING IN A STONE.



QUESTIONS?

CLEAN WATER ACTION 
Our water. Our health. Our future. 
www.cleanwateraction.org
mjstueve@cleanwater.org
605-978-9196

http://www.cleanwateraction.org/
mailto:mjstueve@cleanwater.org
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