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April 25, 2017  

 

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Ryan, Minority Leader Pelosi, Chairman 

Cochran, Ranking Member Leahy, Chairman Frelinghuysen, and Ranking Member Lowey,  

 

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters across the country, we urge you to negotiate a clean FY17 

spending package that is free of any damaging anti-environmental, anti-science riders. These riders have no place 

in the appropriations process. They would damage vital public health and conservation safeguards that families 

across the nation value, and would only serve to inject more unpredictability and complications into an already 

challenging appropriations process. 

 

We are alarmed at the profusion of policy riders targeting conservation programs and the environment.  Nearly 150 

anti-environmental poison pill riders were included across the FY17 appropriations bills and these would drastically 

undermine protections for our air, water, land, and wildlife. Americans will not stand for this assault on our families’ 

safety and our nation’s natural places, and they will support you in resisting every damaging anti-environmental, 

anti-science rider. 

 

These riders’ consequences would be immediate and devastating for families. They would threaten public health, 

and would pollute the drinking water of communities across the country. They would undercut agencies’ ability to 

respond to climate change, and our nation’s capacity to move forward on clean, affordable and sustainable energy 

efforts. Furthermore, they would irreparably damage bedrock conservation laws that an overwhelming majority of 

Americans strongly support: the Endangered Species Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Wilderness Act, 

Antiquities Act, National Environmental Policy Act, and more.  

 

We urge you to negotiate a final FY17 appropriations package that is completely free of damaging anti-

environmental, anti-science riders.  

 

Thank you for considering our views.  

 

Sincerely, 
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